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HISTORY 
oF THE 


COVENTRY ELECTION, 


Which began on the 8th, and ended 
onthe 16th, of March, 1820. 


TO 


Mr. James Pauxn Copsertr, 
at New Yoru. 
Botley, 23 March, 1820. 

My Dear James, 

The recent Election at Coventry 
vill forin an important epoch, not 
only in my political career, but in 
hat of this corrupting, corroding, 
ind destroying system of sway. 

herefore, I shall endeavour to 
rivea full and clear account of 
he matter from the beginning to 
he end; and, if this account con- 
in but too many proofs of the 
orrupt state of the people general- 
y; of the base and slavish pro- 
pensity of many: of the cowards 
ce and ferocity of a considerable 
roportion of those engaged in 
lections : if this be the picture I: 
ave to draw, the fault will be 
und to be in the subject, and 
ot in the painter. 1 must: speak 











° truth, whatever nt as —_ it} 
ay Rive me. 


This election, as far as I had 
any part in it, must be considered 
as immediately connected with my 
return to England; for, had it 
not been with a hope of getting 
into parliament, I should not have 
returned, foreseeing and fore 
telling, as I did, that measures for 
stifling the press would certainly 
be adopted before the end of last 
year. Before I sailed, we had the 
news of the Manchester tragedy, 
and of Sidmouth’s letter to the 
Magistrates. It was easy to see 
what was to follow. Indeed, we 
all saw it; and it wae, at New 
York, a common observation, that 
the Parliament would be sttting to 
receive me with new laws against 
the press! My uncommonly short 
passage prevented this prediction 
from being fulfilled to the very 
letter. The Parliament met the 
day after that on which I landed » 
and, the press-stiflers were be- 
fore it in forty-eight hours after- 
wards. 

But, [calculated onthe King’s 
death, and upon the chance of 
getting into Parliament when that 
should happen. If f succeeded in 
this, [ knew, that I should, very, 
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one sort or another. My desire 
was to produce a healing effect ; 
to produce.a change within, and 
to prevent it from being produced 
from without; to propose mea- 
sures} calculated to restore the 
country to prosperity and peace; 
in short, to do great things for the 
country, without any view to self- 
inierest. 

Lheretore, the moment the king’s 
death was announced, | announced 
ny intention to stand for Coventry, 
which isa city containing about 
twenty thousand souls, and the 
business in which is, prineipally, 
Watch-making and Ribbon-weav- 
ing. ‘It is in the County of 
Warwick, and is within a few 
miles of the centre of England. 
The land all around it, for many 
many miles, is very rich indeed. 
It is like garden ground. Much 
of it is in grass; and the cattle 
and sheep are generally very fine 
and fat. Nature and art appear 
to have exhausted their joint 
stock upon the land and cattle in 
this part of England; and yet, 
good. Ged! what a miserable 
race of human beings! what a rag- 
ged, squalid, woe-worn assem- 
hlage of creatures!’ The poor 
wretches toil for their masters and 
for the Yar-eaters. Enough is 
left them, and, barely enough, to 
sustain life; arid thus debility be: 
comes & Aabit with them. | My 
vompassion towards the mass must 
aesestatily be blunted by the 
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atrocious acts, which some part 
of the. mars committed, while] 
was.at Coventry; but, I, never. 
theless, do most sincerely regret, 
that EF have not the power of al. 
leviating their sufferings. Many 
of them were so good, so true, :0 
faithful, that their conduct would, 
if any thing could, make me for. 
get the ruffians, who were hired 
to stab and tear my friends. 
The right of voting at Coventry 
is solely in the Freemen, as they 
are called. That is, all those who 
have, by regular indenture of ap 
‘prenticeship, served seven years 
to one and the same trade in the 
City or Suburbs of Coventry. 
There are about three thousand of 
these Freemen. So that this 
would appear to be a very just 
thing, seeing that it gives to these 
men, who are, for the far greater 
part, poor -men, the power of 
sending two men to parliawetl. 
But, you will by-and-by see, that 
this power is really no power # 
all; and that, in every case tle 
will of these Freemen (as they are 


caHed) is nothing; but that they 


are compelled, or, at least, 4 ™* 


fellows bear the name of Jens 
and are, all the while, rea/ slaves: 
aye, as completely slaves as 4 
the negroes in Jamaica. Gene 


rally these facts are not made to 
appear so plainly. But, upo this 





oceasion, the feelings of men wer 





































jority of them, to obey dhe sill of | 
others. That, in fact, these poo 
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rouzeds Conscience had to try its | 


I strength openly against  dérect 


force of various kinds; and there- 
fore, now the poor, wretched 
Freemen stand exposed in all their 


' devradation. 


You will observe, that al/ the 
Freemen have a right to vote; 
and, as some hundreds live in 
London, and some hundreds more 
‘at Birmingham, and .at other 
towns, in’ different parts of the 
Kingdom, the expence:is always 
considerable; for, these out-living 
Freemen require not only to be 
taken to Coventry, but to be enter- 
tained there and on the road, and 
tobe paid for their time into the 
bargain!: his, te begin with. 
is a pretty complete stab at the 
‘chance of fair play; for, it is-evi- 
dent, that, as to these out-livers, 
the heaviest purse is pretty sure 
to have the greater part of them. 
My first step was to meet the 
London voters, to address them, 
and toex plain my motives to them 
as fully as was necessary. You 
would hawe been charmed with 
their enthusiasm! You -would 
have thought, that they: would 
have gone barefooted and fasting 
a Coventry to vote for me. ‘They 
did not; however, forget to'grasp 
*8 much money as they cotild, and 
while Dam happy to Have té Say, 
that some of them lacted @moxt 
honourable? and patrivtfé® part, 
Others. of them appenredité be. 
Sehish aniberee dy ant hada ew 





as f ever set eyes on. I told some 
of them at Coventry, that I really 
was sorry, that the Coventry men 
were not as base as they; for that 
then, I should go home happy in 
the reflection, that the govern- 
ment of CastLereacu and Sip- 
MOUTH was just such a govern- 
ment as they deserved. 

However, the main part of the 
people at Coventry, were very 
different from those London Spe- 
culators in corruption; and had 
not brutal force been employed, I 
should have been elected bya very 
large majority ; for, though seduc- 
tion of every kind was made use 
of, still the convictionin my favour 
was so strong and so general, that 
a majority would have decided for 
me, had not beating and stabbing 
been resorted to. 

i had been at Coventry a fort- 
night before the election, and, 
by writing and speaking, had pro- 
duced great effect upon the minds 
of the people, who appeared to 
consider this as ro common case. 
Having seen the Freemen in Lon- 
don again, and arranged matters 
in town, I set off for Coventry, 
with your sister, on the night of 
Monday, the 28th of February ; 
the election being to come on the 
next week. “We went all ‘the 
night (the coldest of the winter) 


in’a post chaise; breakfasted at 


Daventry} twenty milés from 
Covetitry.or the Tuesday iiotn- 
ine; * and “then proceeded on 
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towards Duncuurcn, 
is eleven miles from Coventry. 
Here we were met by messengers, 
who brought accounts, that I 
should certainly be murdered, if I 
attempted to enter the city. The 
band of rich ruffans, who had 
leagued together against me, 
thought and said, that, if I enter- 


ed, and remained, talking to the 


people, until the day of election, | 


I should he sure to be elected. 
They, therefore, got together, on 
the morning of Tuesday the 29th 
of February, a parcel of men, 
whom they made partly drunk, 
and whom they gave orders to go 
out, meet me at a bridge, about 
a mile from the City, and if 1 
refused to return to London, fling 
me over the bridge. 

I could hardly bring myself to 
believe this; but, I should have 
been less incredulous if (as I after- 
wards saw) I had supposed these 
rich ruffians capable of hiring men 
to carry knives for the purpose of 
culling and stabbing their oppo- 
nents. While we. were delibe- 
rating on what course to pursue, 
a gentleman arrived with intelli- 
gence,, that the enemy had drawn 
up, rank and file, in the City ; 
that they were marching off with 
fourteen . banners waving ;over 
their heads, and with. drums: and 
music .in_ their front ; and that, 
they had not reached the outside 
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which\their ‘banners, staved 








of the City, when our friends sal. 
ed forth upon them, took away 


[88 
in’ their 
drums, dispersed them in all dj. 
rections, and set off on their march 
to meet me. 

Of course, it now became ne. 
cessary for me to get on as fast as 
possible ; but,. the two landlords 
at Dunchurch:(who’ had, doubt.’ 
less, been prepared) refused to let 
me have achaise! In this difficulty, 
your sister and I got into a gig, 
which had been brought out by a 
friend, and went on as fast as we 
could. At about four miles from 
Coventry we met with some small 
advanced parties of young men, 
with leaves of laurel in their hats 
and boughs in their hands. Some 
friends soon after met us witha 
post-chaise, into which we got. 
The groups of persons, assembled 
on the road, grew more frequent 
and. larger as we approached the 
City. All the villages, to five or 
six miles distance, on each side of 
the road, had poured out their 
population ; and, by the time that 
we arrived at Coventry, the num: 
ber.could be little short of twen!y 
thousand. 

The people:had drawn the chaise 
fromthe distance of about three 
wiles from,.the City, and before 
we.actually got into the streets, 
the curiosity: to. see me was % 
strongly. expressed,’ that! 1. w# 


obliged to .get out of the chaise 


and. stand . upon the. foot-board 
this, added to that ofa cold, caught 
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' in London, proved, in the end, an 
» evil, which I have lamented more 
) than any other misfortune of my 
PF jife; or, rather, than all other 
| misfortunes put together. The 

loss of the election was a mere 


capers tS 


nothing, when compared withthe | 


loss of my d0iCe, which was near- 
ly as complete as if J had been 
dunb from iny birth. 
> Iwas thus drawn through all the 
| principal streets, which did not 
occupy a space of much less than 
| two hours, in a frosty evening, part 
after sun-set. The acclamations 
_were so general and so hasty ; the 
enthusiasm so great; the words 
as well.as actions of the mass of 
the people so clearly expressive 
‘ofardent attachment to the cause 
of which I was the representa- 
tive, that it was not being at all 
credulous to suppose, that cor- 
ruption, however foul and perse- 
vering, would be unable to pro- 
duce, finally, a successful resist- 
ance against me. However, I 
resolved to proceed with caution; 
but, as my cold and my most un- 
Ortunate hoarseness, wholly dis- 
jualified me for a canvass in per- 
on, 1 was compelled to rely on 
the reports of others, which were, 
however, all favourable, and all 
ully warranted by every indica- 
lon, whereon a judgment might 
easonably be formed. 

The Savage violence of our ene- 
mes was no bad sign of the fair- 









| to show itself on the very night of 
my arrival. Our friends, satis. 
fied with the victory of 4he day, 
had retired to their homes, when 
the savages, who had been hired by 


the Band of Rich Ruffians, sallied 





forth, dashed in the windows of 





the house of Mr. Sencranrt, at 
which: { was, and inude many 
brutal attacks upon ‘individuals, 
‘whom they took unawares in the 
streets, or at public houses. Even 
at this early period, they cut 
several persons with knives ; and, 
there is no doubt in my mind, 
that they were furnished with 
knives by their employers, for the 
express purpose Of beilig used in 
cuttingand stabbing. This sup- 
position may, by some, be 
thought monsirous : but, the facts, 
which have since come out, fully 
warrant it. Lam, my dear James, 
ashamed to relate these things of 
Englishmen, who have heretofore 
been famed, for fair play; but, I 
must relate them, or not do jus- 
tice to my own friends.at Coven- 
try, who, though full of honest 
zeal, never thought of carrying an 
election at the point of the knife. 
The knives appear to have beea 
allofone sort, or nearly so. Stout 
pen-knives, with sharp points. I 
saw two drunken savages, carter 
fellows, brandishing eacha knife 
of. this sort in the face of the 
hustings, and threatening torip my 
voters up. | 





es of our prospect. This began 


. From the Tuesday night to: the 
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evening ofthe next Monday things 
remained pretty quiet. On Mon- 
day, the sixth of March, Moore 
and Euxice arrived in Coventry ; 
but, not as] had arrived, drawn 
in by the people, and having no 
protection but the general good 
wishes. From a very early hour 
in the morning, great numbers of 
men, selected for the purpose, had 
been fed and drenched for the job. 
But, this was not deemed sufficient. 
The Rich Ruffians themselves 
turned out on horse-back, armed 
with staves, the small end of 
which they held in their hands, 
having the big end ready to knock 
down with. Guarded by this 
species of Yeomanry Cavalry, the 
two stupid heroes entered the 
town; and, as a signal of their 
arrival, their hired Savages again 
dashed in the windows of Mr. 
SERGEANT, which had been men- 
ded after the former attack. 
Upon this occasion the hired 
Savages made an attempt to exter 
the house ; but, they, after getting 
into the passage, were beaten 
back into the street, and they 
discovered as much cowardice as 
éver was discovered in the world, 
efcept by Eviree, at a subsequent 
periot! of the contest, which I shall 
notice in a particular manner by- 
ind-by, | 
From Monday evening to the Wed- 
nesday morning,all was bustle and pre- 
paration on the part of the enemy, who 
was. flying about the country in al! 
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directions to get together stout raseals, 
fitted for the intended acts of violence. 
On Wednesday morning the election 
began ; and, to the utter astonish. 
ment and indescribable terror of F1. 
LICE, the poll closed in the afternoon, 
leaving me at the head of it! 

It is, before I go any farther, neces. 
sary that [ bring you better acquaint: 
ed with my opponents, their connec- 
tious and their supporters. Moore 
has been a member fer Coventry 
eighteen years. He had, alittle be- 
fore that, come home from India with 
a great parcel of money, gat, of course, 
in the usual way, in which money is 
got in those regions, He had gone 
out an «nderstrapping clerk, and 
had made good use of his time. Coven- 
try elections (the first of which he 
lost) took most of the bullion from 
his garb, and left him iittle but tinsel 
Nevertheless, the expenditure of bis 
money got him a footing ; linked we 
personally with certain Master Silk- 
Weavers, whose friendly offices be 
paid with vulgar familiarities. There 
was a congeniality between the parties 
that endeared them to each other. ™ 
old India Clerk was still a clerk, 1 
mind, though a Member of Partia- 
ment in name and rank. He boas 
of his great attention to the intercs!s of 
City, ahd of the Freemen in particular. 
That is to say, his getting little places 
for soitte ‘of them, or their sons, under 
the East India Company (of whieh P 
has always continged @ err 
his getting others out of scrapes e 
the Excise office; and, he boasts 
am told, of the vast number of Cover 
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- demned to death or to some other igno- 


' member of parliament, 


| would have scorned to do; but, 
| perhaps, it was one of the most effica- 


However, all these little means would 
have failed without large sums of mo- 


| Still, large sums being absolutely ne- 
 cessary, it has, of late, been contrived, 


wih Moors against every other oppo- 


-nent. And, in the present case and 
the preceding one, ELLICE has been 


of shame, 


Years last past (until very lately) he 
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mitigation of punishment, whenco n- 
minious of heavy punishment, This, 
though a very pretty occupation for a 
was no silly 
way of going te work to keep his 
It was a thing that I 


ground. 


cious means of securing a seat for life. 


ney: and these Moore (for the best 
of all possible reasons) has not, of late 
years attempted to expend on elections. 


that a man with money shall come in 


the man with the money. Moors is 
asinguarly mean-looking man, with not 
the smallest portion of talent, but, with 
a great deal of impudence, and an appat 
rently utter insensibility. to the feelings 
But, you will need nothing | 
more than to. be told, that, for many 


Was a sort of managing clerk to Drury- 
Lane Play-house? 1 remember thig 
man’s name otcurring frequently, in 
politieal circles, during*the last twenty 
years; but, always with a sort af 
ridicule attadhed to it. He has al 
Ways been called‘ Peter Moore and, 
as is well known, the bare fact of the 
Christian name being constantly used 
(when speaking of persons in this rank 
of life), instead of the: word. Mister : 

this bare fact proves that inert is 


oo 
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something ludicrous attached to the 


very character of the party. You 
will, perhaps, wonder, why the Rich 
Men at Coventry should prefer a man 
like this to a man like me. But, you 
have not yet seen enough of mankind 
to be able, at once, to discover the 
reason. These men, though rich in 
money, are very poor in mind. The 
money has not been able to remove 
the vulgarity of their way of thinking. 
Such men, conscious that their only 
possession is money, hate ?alent 
wherever they findit. Moorf is just 
the sort of man for thém. He talks, 
drinks, does every thing in their way : 
writes to them “ My deay Charles, and 
My dear Abraham”; though these ate 
men, who, unable to break themsélyés 
of their early habits, regularly speed 
eyery evening of their lives. in .ale- 
houses, where they smoke and dripk 
till midnight.. Such men, are, full 
of low. cunning; and, they had 
only to hear me talk for five «minutes 
to be well convinced, that they would 
never get any “dear Charleses” and 
* deay Abrahams” from me. They 
could easily forese®, that, if I once be- 
came a Meimber for their city, ‘their 


‘political consequence ‘was gone for 


ever; and, in proportion to the ‘unfit- 
ness of a man to meddle with suth 
matters, you always find him reluctant 
to give up his power of meddling. — 
These men, as far as I visited them, 
were, on my first visit to Coventry, 
very civil to me. They ‘expressed 
their anxious wish to see me tn paglia - 

ment ; but, wished, not less anxiautly , 
that I should get a seat’ womatvher e 
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else! Icould perceive the real cround 
of their objection: I could perceive, 
that they trembled for their own future 
consequence: and, could I have 
brought myself to play the hypocrite, 
after the same manner of CARDINAL, 
MonTAatto: could TI have conde: 
scended to make professions of fu- 
ture subserviency to their will, and 
could I have succeeded .in the at- 
tempt, they would have been as 
clamourous for me as they were 
against me. But they saw, that, 
my success would, at once, put an 
end to their political power, and 
would for ever set: at real liberty 
the great body of Freemen, who 
had so long been their slaves.— 
That this was the trae ground of 
the opposition I had to experience 
you will not doubt, for a moment, 
when I tell you, that several of these 
hirers of the Savages with knives 
were Reformers, and even Radicals, 
and that they had actually sub- 
scribed towards ‘the erpences of a 
Radical Meeting, held in the neigh- 
bourhood of the City, last fall '— 
These facts present a striking and 
horrid picture of the selfishness of 
this description of persons, and of 
the nothingness of principle and 
of public duty, when these come 
athwart their enjoyment or pursuit 
of power. Yet they rail against the 
| Boroughmongers, whom they call 
Upon to part with their power; 
. though the Borough power is full 
" as lawful, and less odious and tyran- 
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nical, than the power held and 
enforced by these low and base 
usurpers of the Freemei’s rights, 
In Exticer they had a man with 
some money ; but, they had a very 
difficult game to play with him. 


ret . . 


“le last election had cost him many 
thousands more than he expected, 
They. had éhemselvcs subscribed some 
thousands, ‘They were unwilling 
to subscribe again. They had given 
him the most solomn assurances, 
that this contest would cost him 
scarcely any thing. ‘They had as- 


sured him, that I should not get 


City origin: The ’Change has been 
his theatre. He is a partner ina 
mercantile house ; and, by marriage, 
is related to Lord Grey, whose sis- 
ter or relation of some sort (the 
widow of some naval or military 
officer) is ELticr’s wife. ‘There is 
one of the numerous instances, i0 
which the pride of Aristocracy has 
been bent down to an alliance with 
the ’Cuancx. . These alliances 
arising out of a desire to.get wealth 
on the one side and out of vanity 0 
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fifty votes. When he arrived, the he 
coldness of \his: reception by the prom 
people alarmed hit: ‘and he was Doin 
ready to’ be off, if he- saw the poll bing 
going against him. Extice is of a 
1c 
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the other, have been one of the 
great causes of that perseverance | 
upholding the system of banhig 
and funding, .which system )* 
spread such ruin.and misery al 
over this kingdom, and which wil 
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| and pally, make this once great country 
base 


he most contemptible upon the face 
hts, | : 


bf the earth. 


fon ! Exuice is a very tall man. “Moré 
im han six feet high. As big as — 
meeny Hurwe about the shoulders and 
ted. breast, but with a° frame’ tapering. 
' | 
ig Jucnwards. This great, bulky body 
given is surrounded by ahead as dis 
nces, Padvantazeous in appearance as any 
‘Ot Rhat | ever sawin my life. Arfore- 
as- 














he ead falling back on the sides} and. 
) ge 95 


. the the angle formed by the line drawn) 
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from the bottom of the ear to the 


> Was point of the nose, and by that pas- 
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lessons to acquire the Bond-Street 
eroak.. In short, imagine a great 
school-boy of forty, and you have 
my man fully before your eyes. 
Such were my opponents; and, 1 
leave you to guess at the fright: of 
Evxice, when, on the first evening 
of the election, he saw me oat the 
headof ihe poll! It was now, to 
the utter confusion of my enemies, 
quite clear, that unless some violent 
means were resorted to, I should be 
elected. A fourth candidate (Capt. 
Criose) -had been put) forward. .by 
the Corporation, with the hope of 
‘getting Moork out and seeping 
me oul, by causing. \votes' to be 
split between Crosz and Exurce; 
but, those who voted for the Cap- 
tain, generally voted for me also; $0 
that their scheme was soon found to 
have failed. The rage of our oppo- 
nents; on the Wednesday: night, 
was, therefore, extreme. Erice 
skulked out of the Booth before tlie 
close of the poll; and his band /of 
Rich Rufians had the utmost diffi- 
culty to prevailon him ‘to remain?in 
the city another day; arid were ab- 
sulutly forced to set on foot a sub- 


scription to induce him to stay. 





: poll ing from the -point of the nose to! 
nie he crown of the head,’ is) uncom-, 
jie monly acute: so’that, if the: doc- 
1age, tine of Gait be not’ wholly false, 
Sis he animal prevails hereoin an un- 
‘a usual degree. The éye, set “ina 
i shallow socket, is latge, round, dull, 
S, io nd of downward cast. Very much 
14 ike that of the chubby good-tem- 
-” ered, honest Jew, who sellsicakes 
sath od oranges on board ‘the Steam- 
ty on oat, which crosses from New 
the ‘ORK to Brooktyn.. The voice of} 
ce ia ' 
a ~LLICK Is what’ we may Call soft 
me ind fat, He has nothing of the 
all fenness of Change Alley about 
wil’, Z'™. He would seem to have taken 


At this stage of the affair, it was.in 
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contemplation of Exsics and his 
immediate friends to shuffle off old 
PurEer; but, Peter threatened ; he 
said he would not be ‘“ bamboozled 
out of his election.” He talked of 
certain correspondences and con- 
tracts; and, he brought the shuffters 
to a determination to carry bien | 
along. If Captain CLosz, who ap- 
peared to be a very good and frank 
man, had listened to a proposition 
of mine, both the humbugs would 
have been packed off on the Thurs. 
day. But, the Town Clerk, who, 4 
suppose, spoke for the Corporation, 
would not let him agree to it. We: 
should, in that case, have had the 
civil authority to protect us against 
the hired Savages with knives; and 
‘that would have decided the election 
on the Thursday. 

On the Thursday the Savages 
eame well fed and well supplied, 
all the day long, with gin and 
brandy, brought out to them in 
glass bottles, and handed about 
from one to the other in the face 
of the Booth, where a scene of vio- 
‘lence and sounds of execrations 
were witnessed and heard, such, as 
‘Uhope, were never matched, and 


never will be again matched, in the 
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from heing given, it was clear, 
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world. I that day saw. above twenty 


of my voters actually torn away 
from the polling place, and ripped 
up behind, and. stripped of thei: 
eoats, and sometimes, even of thei; 
waistcoats! Nevertheless, in spite 
of all this destruction : in spite of 
blows, ripping up, and even stabs, 
my voters persevered to such a de. 
gree as to put me on a level with 
my opponents at the close of the 
polls and, if the znfirm persons, 
whom I had got, iato the Booth, 
had been permitted to poll, I shoul 
have’stood above Moore at the end 
of the second day.. I had about 
twenty of these in the Booth ready 
to poll. These (for what reason! 
never could diseower) were not per 
mitted to poll. ‘They were, alter 
long waiting, got away in safety; 
but, they never dared to venture © 
cume up again, 

It-was now ‘clearly: seen, that ! 
had the notes. And, therefore, a0 
less these. votes Could be precaued 
that 


I must be seated: in. parliame™s 


especially as no one act had beet 
committed by me or by my friends. 
of an unlawful or violent natu 


Therefore, grand preparations sil 
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twenty made by the Rich Ruffiians for the 
1 away next day. ‘They, indeed, had done 


ripped ach oa the day just closed. We 


f their saw, during the afternoon, ‘several 


f their HR fresh bands of Savages. arrive from 
2 spite ithe country by siwes, eights, or tens ; 
rite of BIR s that, by the hour of tlosing the 
Stabs, , oll,an immense multrtude of these 
da de. Byretches, roaring like wolves, and 
| with foaming with rage and drink, were 


of the collected reund the. Booth. 


Prsons, _ This evening Exiics went out of 
doath, pof the Pooth in great dudgeon. I, 
hould ot suspecting any attempt against 
e end me personally, followed, at a few 
about Bepaces distance, intending to go to 
ready Mhe house of a Mr. Grant, where 











son | my Committee was, and. which 


t per might be about forty yards from 
after the Booth, I had to pass through 
ufety; Mie the bands of Savages; and I was 


are t0 scarcely amongst them, when they 


(at E1iicer’s instigation) began an 


hat d endeavour to press me-down. . They 
a were more than a thousand in num- 
gated ber, including the mere partizans 
that of my enemies. Several. attempts 
nent, were made to press me down. I 
been §0t many blows in the sides ; and, 
ends, if I had been either a short ora 
sat. ‘eak man, I must have been pres- 
weit WEEE? Under foot, and inevitably kil- 


Bled, However, the crowd took a 
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swag towards a row of houses, 
standing on a, pavement above the 
level of area of the open street, or 
sort of square. With a good deal 
of difficulty I reached the pavement 


keeping my feet, I had, when I 
left the Booth, my snufl-box in my 
right hand, It is oblong square, 
and has very sharp corners. The 
Savages pressed me side-ways to- 
wards my left; and I had to fight 
with my right hand, in order to 
prevent them from getting me down. 
I had to strike back-handed. One 
of the sharp corners of the snuff- 
box, which stuck out beyond 
the bottom of my. little finger, 
did good service. It cut the 
noses and eyes of the Savages at a 
famous rate, and assisted mainly 
insecuring my safe arrival, on the 
raised pavement, . on which I got 
just opposite the door of a shop. 
Just, at this time,. one of the. Sa- 
vages, foaming at. the mouth like 
a mad dog,. exclaimed : . damn 
him,- Pilrip. him. up.” He _ was 


running his hand into his breeches 


pocket, apparently to take out his 
knife, but I, being pulled up to the 


door-way by the.left arm by two 
young women, who wished, I sup- 
pose, to get me into the house 
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drew up my right leg, armed with 
a new and sharp-edged gallashe 
over my boot, dealt Mr. Ellice’s 
ripping Savage so delightful a 
blow, just between his two eyes, 
that he fell back upon his follow- 
ers. For this ] should certainly 
have been killed in a few moments, 
had not Mr. Frank SERGEANT, 
who, seeing my danger, had made 


shift to get along, by the side of 


the houses, to the spot where‘ 
was, happily came to my assistance. 


Never did I behold a more gallant 


young man than this! Having 


got to me, he turned round, saying 
follow me, Sir, and, having first 
beaten back three or four of the 
Savages, so as to make them press 
upon others behind’ them, ~ the 
whole body, dition: were Sn the 
pavement turned’ about, ‘ whilé he 
with thumps on ‘some with ’ his 
hands, with kicks bestowed upon 
others, set the body ona swag to- 
wards the house of Mr. Grant, at 
which we arrived quickly in safety. 
The young gentleman merits, my 
dear James, the best thanks of every 
creature, who has a regard for me. 


To him I certainly owe my life. 


manifest hazard of his-awn life, 
saved my life, will never be effaced 
from ory meniory ; and, ‘if Coyep. 
try. and its. neighbourhood, cop. 
tains five: hundred cowardly Sava. 
ges and a score.or two of still more 
cowardly Rich Ruffians to! employ 
and urge-them on to deeds of blood, 
italso contains FRaNcts Sercranr, 
whose merits atone, in. my eyes, 
for all -the atrocious acts of the 
Ruffians and their Savages. 

Extrce has had the meanness to 
deny, that he set his Savages on to 
attack me.upon this occasion. But, 
we have »ftwo persons, and many 
others have offered, to declare upon 
oath, that he was guilty of the base 
ahd cowardly act ; a1 act well wor- 
thy of him and of the race, to 
which he belongs ; but, unworthy 
of any thing else, in the shape of 
man.” 

This atrocious attempt gave us® 
sort of foretaste of what was to be 
attempted against us on the next 
day (Friday), for the arrival of 
which we waited with some im 
patience. We were informed, that 
the bands of Savages had been 


greatly augmented from the coun: 





The manner, in which he, at the 


try ; that they were now divided 
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jn re 
ist different houses, regularly paid, 


guiat bodies, fed and drenched 


nd ready to be brought out in suc- 


ession,in order to relieve each other. 


AV e had nothing in the way of force. 


We depended upon our number of 


oters, and of these we knew that 


we had a decided majority. 


| When the poll opened we had 


tween three and four hundred men, 
|arranged by the side of the booth ; 


ll ready to poll; all was quiet ; the 


olling was going on rapidly. In 


he space of an hour and -a half, I 


lad topped Moore upon the poll. 


was then polling at the rate of 


enty to one against the other two 


andidates. In another hour, EL- 
ce, who had not had the courage 
) shew his face at the Booth that 
rning, would have been off to 
ondon, seeing that he had tried in 
in to shake off Moore. This was 
he state of things, when the Rich 
ufhans of Coventry brought their 
vages to the attack, and in fact, 
*y now decided the matter as com- 
‘tely as if they had brought a re- 
ment of horse to take possession 

the Booth and to drive away my 
ters, 


The Booth has no rail-way, or 
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any other protection for the voters. 
It seems admirably calculated to 
give advantage to those who will 
condescend tu employ force. It is 
a mere enclosure, a little more than 
breast high, and up against this place 
men stand to vote, exposed to 
every species of violence that 
others may choose to employ, 
The ground, too, is sloping, and the 
slope runs longways of the Booth. 
So that, though men may be stand- 
ing ready to poll, it is by no means 
difficult to force them away, if the 
assailants be at all superior in point 
of numbers or strength. 

After the polling, on this me- 
morable Friday, had gone on in the 
manner, and during the time, above 
described, the Rich Ruffians (seve- 
ral of them in person) came with 
their savages, not less than five hun- 
dred in number, in regular order, 
about eight or ten deep, with drums 
and banners at. their head.» They 
made their approach by the higher 
part of the ground.’ The head of 
this column of Savages began the 
attack upon my voters at the upper 
end of the Booth. Fighting was 
out of the question,. All attempts 
to resist were vain. And, in five 
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minutes, three hundred of my voters 
were as completely driven away as 
if an army had made an attack upon 
them. 

After this, not a man dare to 


shew his face in order to vote for 


If a 


man crept in unperceived, he was, 


me, during that whole day. 


as soon as discovered, pulled back, 
dragged away, jostled, beaten, or 
cut. The ferocity of the Savages, 
this day, was such as I thought hu- 
man beings incapable of. I have 
seen parcels of drunken soldiers. 
of furious 


I have seen gangs 


I have seen 


I have 


seen whole bands of American Indi- 


and drunken sailors. 
roaring mobs in London, | 
ans, drunk with rum. Bat, never 
did my eyes behold any thing in 
human shape so ferocious, so odi- 
ously, so diabolically ferocious, as 
those bands of villains, hired, paid, 
fed, and drenched by the Rich Kuf- 
fians of Coventry. I have séen 
much of the world: I have seen 
French, Irish, Scotch, Americans, 
Spaniards, Portuguse, and Ameri- 
can Indians. I have always been 
proud of my native country. Few 
men, with like means, have baasted 
wore than Ihave of English huma- 
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nity and fair-play. But, never, 
since I was born, did [ see any 
thing so disgraceful to human te 
ture; so ferocious ; so odious : s 
hateful ; as the conduct of the Rich 
Rufiians and their savages, at Coven. 
try, on Friday, the tenth of Marc 


1820. 


There were about sixty wretches, 
stationed opposite the poling place 
for the express purpose of putting 
forth execrations on me. They and 
all the savages were regularly sup- 
plied with gin or brandy. The «:- 
ecrators foamed at mouth, till, in 
some cases, the foam extended itself 
widely down into their dirty aud long 
beards. I actually sawa wretch, 
who kept on repeating: “ G—¢ 
“blast you /” till the foam, from 
white, became brown all round his 
mouth. There were two fellows 
with broad faces, one of them 
pocked-marked, who sent forth cx- 
ecrations and foam, til! they white 
ed over the shoulders of a man tht! 
stood just before them. One old 
wretch, who had swallowed 4 grest 
deal of gin, exhausted himself s° 
rouch by straining his throat, thst 


he, at last, fell down in a sort of 


fit, with the curses on his tips 
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The way I managed the brates 


was well calculated to sting them 


and their employers to madness. | 


have, perhaps, as much of goed- 
Aumour on my countenance, natu- 
ally, and as little of the gloomy, as 
ny man that ever lived; and, I 
defy the Rich Ruffians of Coventry 


to say, that the thousand pounds a 


jay (for that was about the sum), 
which they expended on their sava- 
ges, ever took away that good-hu- 
mour for ove single moment! My 
yay was to stand and look upon the 
yelling beasts with a most good- 
jumoured smile; turning my head 
ow and then, and jeaning it, as it 
were to take different views of the 
Bame person, or same group. I 
ow and then substituted some- 
hing of curiosity instead of the ge- 
that was 
Now and 


heral total anconcern, 
beated upon my face. 
en, | would put my mouth close 
) the ear of some friend that stood 
by me, and then point toe some 
east that was foaming with rage, 
iving hin at the same time a laugh- 
ng look, such as we bestow on a 
og that is chained up and barsing 
tus. ‘Then, another time, when 
half a dozen fresh-drenched brutes 
ere bursting forth close under my 
bose, | would stretch up my neck, 
ed look, with apparently great cu- 
osity and anxiousness towards a 
slant part of the crowd, as if to 
‘certain what. was passing there; 
ad this ] would do with so much 
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apparent earnestness and continue in 
the attitude so. long, that the beasts 
really seemed, sometimes, as if they 
were going mad! I never had so 
good an opportunity to philosophkise 
before. A friend, who saw these 
man-brutes said, that they shook 
his faith in ske tmmortality ef the 
soul! fut, lL see no reason at all 
for any such conclusion. Lbelieve, 
and I have long believed, that there 
are more sorts of men than there are 
of dogs. The mere circumstance 
ofa creature’s walking upon twe legs 
is no proof, that he is of the same 
sort or kind as I am, or as any other 
man of mind is. I really looked at 
and heard these brutes, till they be- 
came a subject of amusing specula- 
tion ; and I could not help eonclu- 
ding that it would be a species 
of impiety to consider them as par- 
taking in the smallest degree, of 
the nature of such men as Pops or 
Paine. Your old sow, that went 
to the top of the hillock to ascer- 
tain which way the wind was com- 
ing before she fixed on the side of 
the barn to put her pigs to bed for 
the night: Your dog Carnot, who 
upon finding his game, comes and, 
in looks, asks you to go with him 
to the spot: Boxer and Nap, whe 
when on Long Island,sucked, in one 
year, at least five thousand eggs, 
and yet so wisely managed their 
affairs as never to get one single 


ldrabbing, but, even when the 





whip was raised, disarmed. us, 
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all, one after 
thought of all these, while I was 
looking at and hearing the hired 
Savages of Warwickshire; and 1] 
could not bring myself to feel any 
thing like anger towards the poor 
beasts, every one of whom I sin- 
cerely regard as inferior to any of 
the animals abovementioned ; and, 
perhaps, the far greater part of 
their employers are greatly inferior 
to Carnot, or O_p Bess. I am 
sure they are much less decent in 
their behaviour, and discover less 
of intellect. The word fellow- 
creature is generally very foolishly 
used. All created things, whether 


after another. | 


animate or inanimate, are fel/uw- 
ereatures. A Warwickshire Savage, 
er his employer, is, therefore, my 
fellow-creature; but sois abug, a 
flea, or a louse, as Swirt observes ; 
and, as I may hold these latter 
things wholly beneath me in nature, 
so, trust, ] may the former. Iam 
sure I should be very miserable, if 
I could believe myself to be of the 
same nature. 

This, or something very much 
like it, was the train of my ideas, 
while contemplating the horrid 
groups at the Booth. A parcel of 
frogs or toads, croaking in a pool 
of dirty water, could as soon have 
disturbed the muscles of my face 


as these miserable and degraded 
things could have done it. When 
one of the beasts attempted to strike 
me, however, the feeling became 


different’ He reached over.the 
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side of the Booth, and caught »,. 
by the collar, which was instantly 
repaid by a blow in his face. ¢,; 
as SwiFr says, “if a flea or a louse 
bite me, PU killit, if Lcan.” ‘The 
sight, this day, was such as Hogarth 
should have seen. ‘Your brothe; 
William has made a sketch; but, 
it was done from memory. He had 
no good situation in the booth; and, 
to do the thing well, required seve. 
ral hours. He has, however, got 
several separate portraits, and we 
have been tracing in them the strong 
resemblances to different animals, 
When you come to divest them of 
the mere appendages of dress, and 
compare them, as to form of head, 
with mastiff and pug dogs, you will 
be surprised at the nearness of the 
resemblance. 

Such, my dear James, were the 
scenes and the transactions of the 
Friday. ‘The Saturday exhibited 
something very much the same, ex- 
cept that many of the execrating 
Savages having become hvarse, they 
were seen moving their lips instead 
of being heard. However, the thing 
was, in fact, decided the day before. 
The driving of my voters away, the 
tearing and ripping their clothes 
to pieces, and the dreadful threats 
held out to them, if they dared to 
come up again, had given my buse 
and coward.y opponents a majority 
that formed an apology for many 
of my voters to keep away, espe 
cially as it was now manifest 
every one, that the election ought ¥ 
he set uside. This day, however; 
should have very nearly recover 
my ground, had not my voters bee 
again driven away in great bodies. 
In short, there was no more 4) 
freedom of election than ther 
would have been if a whole army 
had been posted to prevent ® 





being elected. 
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At the close of the poll on Sa- 
turday, the fourth day, Exuice 
and Moore were much annoyed 
by my resolution to keep the poll 
open the next week, , Their 
friends, the Rich Muffians, on 


. whom some, at least, of the ex- 


pence was to fall, were still more 
annoyed. And-.they conceived 
the idea of driving me out of the 


' City. In the evening, about dusk, 


their Savages, led on by two or 
three of the Ruffian employers, 
made a regular attack upon Mr. 


| Sergeant’s house, vowing their 


resolution to drag me, out and kill 
me. They first dashed in the up- 


| per room windows; next, they 
| pulled down the shutters of the 


ground floor room. They then 
broke into the house passage by 
forcing in the door; and we ex- 
pected them upstairs pretty quick- 
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ly; and while the main body were | 
entering in front, others were (as 


we could see from the. window of 
our room) scaling a wall to get 
into the house in the rear by way 


of the garden,) -I, who was very 


ill with a cold, was sitting in my 
pederogme with your sister Nancy. 
“ome gentlemen came running up 
lor our poker and tongs. Dinner 
had been going on down stairs; 
and Mrs; Sergeant. had taken 
away the knives and forks and 
nee them into the cellar for 
car the savages should use them 
stab us and cit our throats 
with. This precaution would have 
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been useless; for, as afterwards 
appeared, they came well armed 
with knives. 

Considering the suddenness of 
the attack and the absence of fire- 
arms on our part, the thing wae 
done very well. A detachment 
with Mr. Frank SerGEAnt. at 
their head, faced the savages, in 
the passage,.. which | was, about 
twenty feet long. One, or two 
took station on the top of the 
stairs, armed with pokers; while 
I in my room, with your. sister, 
fixed the bedstead in a way to, let 
the door open no wider than. to 
admit one man only at.a time,) and 
stood witha sword to send the first 
that should attempt.to, enter, to 
receive from the deyil..the arrears 
that might; be due to him.on.ac- 
count of his services to Moore and 
Ellice and the Rich. Ruffians. of 
Coventry,J had pulled off my, coat, 
and was prepared to giye with a 
clear conscience, ag Hearty a thrust 
as ever was given by man. My 
philosophy’ ‘despised the “brutes, 
bitt to have bnie’s eitoat'ciit” by 
them would havée'beet’'a 1ifTé tob 
bad. : , bys ' flak: re 

However, their cowardice S6on 
put an end to the'siege. ‘They’ en- 
tered the pansage, stabbed one man 
twice in his arm, intending to ‘stab 
him in the body, and did some 
other mischief: but being met by 
Mr. Frank Seraeant and his 
platoon, they retreated hastily into 
the street; and as the constables 


2 . 
. 
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soon afterwards arrived, tranquilli- 
ty was restored. If we had had, as 
was my wish, a couple of good 
blunderbusses, loaded with old 
nail heads and the like,and, having 
suffered the savages to nearly fill 
the long passage, fired right along 
the passage amongst the heads of 
the brutes, we should not only 
have ridded the world of about 
forty cut-throats, but should have 
carried the election, notwithstand- 
ing all the: advantage, that their 
violent proceedings had given our 
adversaries. And,as to “ shedding 
blood,” the ‘blood; which the 
Hrates, who came 'to'kill us, ‘and 
some of the worst of whom were 
Butchers, were in the daily habit 
of shedding,‘ Was much’ more va‘ 
huable than theirs, aiid ought to be 
shéd ‘with feelings'6f compassion 
much more strong. I felt no anger 
against the, brutes. Nor did J 
ever feel anger against a flock of 
crows. And I would have fired 
amongst the one with exactly the 
same feelings that 1 would fire 
among st the other. We unfortu- 
nately had no fire arms; or, no 
mas should. have prevented. | me 
fromyusing them. I. would have 
taught the brutes. and their em- 
ployers what it was to attempt 
to drag me out. and kill me, For, 
bserve; this: they threatened to 
do many times, as is sworn to by 
twenty witnesses. If we had killed 

Score or two of the worthless 
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brutes, a monstrous hubbub would 
have been’ raised. Troops would 
have been ‘called in. A complete 
suspension and setting aside of the 
election would have’ taken place. 
The Rich Rufhans would have been 
filled with fear and trembling. Go- 
vernment would have been called 
upon for instructions’ how to act. 
We should have had ‘the whole 
country in an uproar; and, to this 
this would have’ succeeded a quiet 
and lawful election, And‘all this 
would have been obtained by our 
lawfully and justly putting to death 
a score or two of cut-throat wretchies, 
whose ¢dtcasses would have been 


































well disposed of “it’ food for the 
ctows’atid kités of the country that 
theit deeds have for ever disho- 
hour. 

nstead of this, the thing went 
off without bodily hurt to any bu 
our friends!’ * And the natural cov- 
sequence ‘of ‘which’ was, that the 
poor men, who wished to vote for 
me, ‘and ‘who’ had' ‘not yet voted, 
dared no longer even talk of t— 
The scoundrel: Masters had, in 
thany instances, turned off such a 
had voted for me. | They had stuck 
up wétices in their factories, that 0° 
employment’ should be given 
such'men as had voted, or should 
vote, for me. ‘The atrocious mis- 
¢reants were not ashamed thus 0 
proclaim ‘themselves tyrants and 
suborners of perjury. They resorted 
to all these méans, besides the ¢™ 
ployment of rippers and stabbe® 
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¥ vet the base curs have pretend- 
( that the Freemen did not wish 
Mee forme! If this had been 
e fact, why were such’ means 


ade use of? ~Why not leave the 


reemen to reject me? Why not 


fer the election to be free 2 Why 
im off; why put up notices; why 
ing in bands of rippers and stab- 
s? And that, too, against a 
landidate, whose friends had never, 
om first to last, committed one 


igle act of violence of any sort. 
n the Tuesday, when I entered 


pventry, all might have been at 
ycommand, No man, who was 
bt for me, publicly showed his 


ce. Yet, though our enemies had 


reatened us in’ the most insolent 
nuer, not a single act of violence 
pm the first moment of the con- 
St tothe last. These facts alone are 
ite enough to decide the ques- 
bn as to which party had the good 
lise, and which the bad'cause. 
The attack on Mr. SERGEANT’S 
the Saturday” night filled the 
ty with alarm. “It was manifest, 
at the Savages only wanted cou- 
fe to make them ~ falfil their 
eals of murder.” They came 
pared with* knives, and, as one 
the’ subjoined depositions will 
W, their leader began to use 
knife. in the passage. ‘That 
meant to kill Taomas AsEquH 
certain. ' He stabbed at his 
" and the stabs were received 
te arm. It was as THoMAs 


AsEQuH says, a knife with a white 
handle; and they were knives of 
this same‘description that I saw in 
the hands of the Savages’ near the 
Booth. They. ‘pretended ‘to be 


them ; ‘but, they Aeld them -wp:and 
| brandished them, in avery significant 
manner. ‘They were’ stout pen- 
knives ‘with thick, round white han-: 


dies:: ‘They were things’ which it 


was very unlikely for the’ brutes 
from the country to have possessed) 
of ‘their own purchasing.'. What 
should these’ brutes: do with pen- 
knives at all?o. And show ‘came 
they by ‘them ?\«: And , all. white- 
handled knives too! A lot of knives 
wag, in all: likelihood, gotten from 
Birmingham: (whkich:. is only \b8 

miles from Coventry), and distribu- 
ted ‘among ‘these ferocious brutes..: 
Thisis a horrid thing: to relate: 
it is what lam ashamed,to say-~of, 
Englishmen : but, it is the truth, 
and justice démands:its! promulga- 

tion. Several men; who had voted 

for me, were cutand stabbed in their 
retreat from the Bootli. One man 
related, that he was stabbed in the 
thick of the thigh with some sharp 
instrument, but that he was unable 
to ascertain the instrument or the 

hand. What sort of protection my 

friends received from »the peace 

officers may be guessed) at from 

what was done to Mr.:FuLHam ,of 
London, who ¢ame to the Booth, 
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te me. ‘The Constables turned him 
back, and would not let him come 
to me. The moment he was out 
amongst the Savages, they pitched 
upon him, set their knives to work, 
ripped the coat from his back, and 
Otherwise treated him in a most 
barbarous manner. But, indeed, 
the bands of hired brutes were 
masters of the civil power as well as 
of the rest, while embodied round 
the Booth ; and, I am certain, that, 
on the Friday or Saturday, if the 
Magistrates had, with their feeble 
force, attempted to protect my vo- 
ters, the Booth would have been 
torn down, and many ofus would 
have had our throats cut. On those 
days, particularly the former, the 
scene was far more horrible than 
any thing of which any man, not 
actually present, can form an idéa. 
There were at least three scoreselect- 
wretches constantly vomitting forth 
imprecations the most horrid that 
words can frame; intermixed with 
expressions peculiar to prostitutes 
and bullies and houses devoted -to 
lewdness. The bottles of gin and 
brandy were continually passing 
from mouth to mouth; and, from 
the mass of heads (including those 
of the whole crowd) which 
were closely jammed together, 
there arose a reek, or steam, pro- 
ceeding from the sweating carcas- 
ses and from the foaming and bel- 
thing mouths of the brutes; just 
like the reek that rises, in a morn- 
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{12 
ing, from a heating danghill, ‘7),. 
smell was nauseously - offensive 
Every sense was disgusted, But, 
what was still more shocking and 
disgusting than all the rest, was the 
sight of the wives and daughters of 













the Rich Ruffians, who were seated S 
on the balconies and at the win. s 
dows, looking directly down upa it 
this scene, and discovering every J 
symptom of satisfaction and «.- * 






light, at hearing what would have 
made a bevy, of common prostitutes 
hang their heads with shame! And 
observe, these .base-minded, these 
vile creatures ; call themselves (i- 
dies ' I must. solemnly declare, 
that I have never seen any com: 
pany of Negro-women, who, | be- 
lieve, would. not have run away # 
hearing what appeared to be highly 
engaging by these “ladies” of Co Hie «. 
ventry ! . Amongst the wives sod ‘ 
daughters of the Freemen snd « 
others, I met with some most ¢- 
cellent women; but, I must st, 
that the females of the Ric May .. 
Ruffians of Coventry were y 
most impudent, shameless, and rs 
hardened set of women that | ev “ 
saw. I remember seeing crowds of = 
prostitutes on the Point at Port: « 
mouth; and, I ,onee saw three 
hundred (as they told us) 0” 4 

of a Seventy-four at Spithead ; ™ 
I never before saw any thing 
shape of woman, that would, * 
believe, have remained and listeh 
ed to what appeared to give ¢+0f 
to tke wives and daughters of 
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Rich Rufians of Coventry. There 


was, with regard to the bloody -inten- 


BS on soma 
tioned attack on Mr. SerGeant’s 


house a citcumstance, which. must be 


| particularly noticed. Ex.ier lodged 
stan Inn, called the Craven, Arms, 


which isin the same street with Mr. 
SERJEANT’S house, and up-hill from 
it, distant, perhaps a hundred yards. 


F Just after the siege was over, and the 


enemy, from our unfortunate want of 
firearms, had retired to sup and re- 
ceive their pay, a woman came to give 
us information, which she afterwards 
swore-to, in the following words: 
“City or, Coventry.—The Ex- 
‘amination of Mary Westsaury, of 
‘the said City.—who says, that she 
“was passing, on Saturday, March 
“ the eleventh, between the hours of 
‘six and seven o’clock, by the Cra- 
“ven Arms. She saw Epwarp EL- 


; “Lick, one of the Candidates, stand- 


“ing at the gate of the Craven 
“ Arms, and that a man came run- 
“ning from the mob that was then 
* near Mr. Serjeant’s house, and that 
“the said man said to Mr. Ellice, 
“We are working well. We have 
““ smashed all the windows and broke 
" the shutter, and we are going in to 
“ill him.” And, further, this de- 
“ ponent says, that the said EDWARD 
“ELLicg, tapped the man upon the 
“shoulder, and said to him: “ Well 
“done, my lads, work away,” 
Another woman made a deposition 
that, at dusk, the same even- 


| ing, she saw Exuice walking down 


G 
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the street, at a short distance from 
the Craven Arms ; that he was walk- 
ing between two other men; that a 
map, named Turner, a chaise driver, 
came running up as from the mob at 
Mr. SERGEANT’S; that this man, when 
he met Entice, said, with great ve- 
hemence, “they have got into SEr- 
GEANT’s yard, and we shall have him 
out ; 1’ be damned if we shan’t ;,”’to 
which ELLic& made some reply, but 
in a low tone of voice, and she did 
not hear the words, The man then 
ran on, and she again met him im- 
mediately afterwards, running .back, 
as hard as he could, towards Mr. 
Sarceawr’s house, with a ¢runcheon 
in his hand, as thick as her wrist.and 
as long as her arm. 

Now, let it be observed; that these 


witnesses camie of their own accord to 
us, None of us knew any thing of 
them, Their husbands! were also un- 
known to me, and also tamy Oom- 
mittee. What improper mative could 
then, have actuated them?) In:short, 
this is such evidence as must: be be- 
lieved, if the usual] law and rules of 
evidenc be adhered to.. I-wilb make 
no attempt to draw a conclusion from 
this evidence. That will be drawn by 
you, my dear James, and by every 
impartial person, But, in another 
case, where Exzice has had the 
meanness to fe, in public as well as in 
private, I must be a little more par- 
ticular. He has denied, that he set 


his Savages on upon me on the Thurs- 
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day. When called to account by 
our brother Joun, he behaved in the 
mauner, which Jown has yet fo state 
to the public, and with which affair, 
as it is in very competent hands,I 
shall not meddle. Now, to show what 
@ mean creature it is, take the follow- 
ing declarations of Mrs. HArRiet 
Crarge and of Ann WARREN. 










































«© Harerrer Crane declares, that, 
“Sin the afternoon of Thursday, the 
‘6 9th of March, she (standing between 
“‘the houses of Mr. Reynolds and 
‘¢ Mr. Pridmore) saw Mr. Ellice come 
** out of the Booth, the polling for 
“the day being over. That she saw 
‘him turn round, and say to his 
‘* party : “‘ Jostle him well, my lads,” 
‘upon which his furious mob sur- 
**rounded Mr. Cobbett, and forced 
“him, with great vielence, up to 
** Mr: Reynolds’s door, to which this 
** declarent had run herself for pro- 
* tection. She got into Mr. Rey- 
** nold’s house, and saw no more of 
‘the matter. She is ready to make 
“oath ef this, if necessary. 


“* Harrietr Ciare.”’ 


“Ann Waring declares, that she 
** saw and heard all that is described 
“in the above declaration of Mrs. 
“ Harriet Clare. 

** Ann Warrinc.” 


There are, perhaps, twenty per- 
sons, who can make oath to the same 


fact. One gentleman has called at 
the Office in London to say, that he 
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heard Extice desire his savages to 
attack me. Only think of the baseness 
ef.thisman! To do the act was bad 
enough ; but to endeavonr to screen 
himself from your brother’s resent. 
ment by a LIE! « This is something 
too low for any origin but one like 
that of Exticg, whose blood, though 
it may communicate baseness, can re- 
ceive no elevation. These persons 
who gave this evidence were utter 
strangers to me. I asked for no evi- 
dence. It was voluntarily brought, 
It must be be- 


lieved: it cannot be rejected: and 


and tendered to us. 


it fixes the character of this man for 
ever, 


The effect of the Saturday night's 
attack, ending as it unfortunately 
did, without our inflicting justice 
on the cut-throats, was no other than 
that of inspiring new terror in the 
minds of our voters. The facts re 
lating to the stabbing and the mati- 
fest intention to murder some of us, 
though they excited great indignation 
and hatred against our enemies in the 
minds of all good people, by no meats 
tended to remove the fears of ™Y 
friends, who remained unpolled.— 
They were, in short, now convinced, 
that they must vote for me, if at all, 
with nearly a certainty of losing theit 
employment, and with a gre# 
risk of losing their lives. And 
thus, in fact, the election 
came a matter to be decided 





| by knives, and by knives only ! 
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avages, who had attacked the house, 
ere at large the next day, just as 
they had done nothing at all. I 
aw. taking the past into view, not 
1c smallest hope of obtaining pro- 
ection for my voters; nor, indeed, 
r myself out of the house. We 
nd on the Sunday, got some few 
are arms, and were quite secure ¢n 
e house; but, as to the election, 
ere remained nothing belonging to 
worthy of the name. 

'I,therefore, on the Monday morn- 
g, before the poll opened, sent to 
e Sheriffs the Protest, which you 
ll find below. They, 
pened the poll, and went on! They 


ptno Constables round the Booth 


however, 


noon, and kept polling away all 
e while. About nooo, they sent 
ta verbal message to say, that all 
squiet, and that they had a force 
Why did they not 
vide such a force before? I had 


plied to them ten times a day for 







tandon foot. 







cha force, Ihad, as you will see, 
plied to the Mayor in the morning 
the Saturday ; who neither sent a 
ce nor an answer! But now, when 
ror and stabbing had done their 
rk; when many of my voters 
bm the country had gone home with- 
t polling; when the great body, 
° remained unpolled at Coventry, 
“been overawed and reduced. to 
solute subjection ; when the wives 
i children had been filled with fear 
*ssof bread and of their husbands 
G 2 
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'and father’s lives; now was the time 


to bring forth protection, and give 
the election the appearance of fair- 
ness / 

I, however, went near the Booth 
no more. I could not by my pre- 
give countenance to any 
further proceedings. When I have 


collected most of the prominent facts 


sence, 


and circumstances, I shall lay the 
case before some lawyer; and, if his 
opinion bear me out, I will petition 
against the return of these two men, 
who according to law and justice, are 
no more Members for Coventry, than 


they are Members for New York. I 
did nothing any more. I let them all 


do just what they pleased, And they, 
at last, stated that the numbers were 
as follows :— 

E.titice - ~ - 1474 
1422 
Coppetr - - 517 


Moore - «- - 


You will remember, that I was at 
the head of the poll on the first day ; 
that I again topped my opponents at 
11 o’clock on the third day. You 
have seen by what means they ob- 
majority afterwards. 
after all, my 


tained their 
And, observe, that, 
votes were almost all of them double 
votes ; that is to say, the men who 
voted for me, voted for nobody else. 
Split my votes; that is, multiply 
them by two; and see, after all, how 
very triling my minority! Had it 
been a free and fatr election. Had 
there been no master’s subboriation ; 
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had there been no hired, savages ; 
nay, had only the knives been kept 
away, {| should have polled about ¢wo 
thousand men/ It was the knives, 
and the knives only, that obtained 
Moore apd Ellice their majority. 
My voters would have borne any 
thing in the way of hunger, arising 
from the want of employment; any 
thing in the way of Jdeating ; but, 
life is dear to all men, and especially, 
when a wife and children pull at the 
heart-strings ; and, the knives were so 


busily at work, by dark as well as by 
day-hght, that every man, who voted 


forme, actually did it at the peril of 
his life. 


All the circumstances considered, 
the wonder is, that 517 men should 
havé been found so full of devotion 
to principle as to vote for me at 
that Hell-upon-earth, the Booth of 
Coventry. My heart ached for them 
when I saw them approach. When 
I shook hands with them, it really 
seemed that I was bidding them adieu 
Many of 
them, and, indeed, the most of them, 


upon their death beds. 


were sober, religious, men. They 
were manifestly actuated by a con- 
sciencious feeling of duty. I never 
shall forget the friendship and affec- 
tion that they demonstrated towards 
me; and, whether the time may be 
near or distant, when I shall see 
them again, I shall not fail to do 
every thing that | may have the 
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power to do, to serve them. A Mr. 
Jewiss, who came from London, apd 


whe voted” for me only, i8 put down 
amongst the voters for Moore and 
Ellice J 


swear, that he had veted for me only; 


Ile went, and offered to 


{ will swear that that was the fact; a 
Mr. Taylor, who voted with him, was 
ceady, and is ready to swear to the 
same fact. A representation of this 
but, we 


could not get the poll-book altered! 


In how many instances the like of 


was made, at the time; 


this may have occurred, | know not; 
for, indeed, the confusion and vi- 
lence and continual uproar were suc 
as to destroy all. chance of any thing 
like correctness in any part of the 
But, I believe, that 


it occurred in at least fifteen in- 


proceedings. 


stances ; and no one such mistake-like 
occurred on the other side. The 511 
votes, given for me, were real voles. 
They were given in consequence of 
a conviction, that to elect me would 
be a good done to the country ; and, 
when we consider, that I had no sup- 
port of any sert, other than that, 
which arose out of the good opinion 
of consciencious men, the result of 


this election is more honourable 1 
me, than any thing that has ever be- 


fore taken place ; it is even less equi- 
vocal, than the honour bestowed *: 
me in the passing of ‘the Dur 
geon Bill, in 1817, or the passing 
the Banishment Bill and the other 


jive Bills, in 1819, 
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] 
On the Wednesday, in the second 
[ went, with your sister to a 


called MERIDEN, to see 


week, 
B village, whe- 

ther the change of air would restore my 
It did not ; and I am yet very 


This was a monstrous misfor- 


rice. 
hoarse. 
tune. The two cowardly scamps had 
todeal with adumbman / They es- 
 caped the/far better partof what J had 
in store for them. Had I had my voice, 
I could have half-subdued their Sava- 
ges. There was Enticé stammering 
away his nonsense by the hour, while 





] was as silent as a woolpack! 

At Menipen there was a curious’ 
ad\ enture, in which that pretty fellow, 
the Earn or AYLSFoRD, took a part, 
Fand which you shall have an account 


It really 













ofin the next Register. 
must be, that the Drama is drawing 
‘toa close ; for, we daily witness and 
hear of things so out of all reason ; 
things so wholly incompatible, not 
only with civil and ‘political liberty, 
but with every thing like order and 
aw, that it is impossible to believe in 
the long continuance of such a state 
Bof society, 

I here subjoin all the documents, 
hich I think necessary to publish at 
resent. In conclusion, I must beg 
YU not to entertain a bad opinion of 
he main part of the people of Coven- 
'y. The bands of Savages were 
mposed of all the vile miscreants 
hat could be picked up within ten or 
ifteen miles of the place. ‘They had 
"©€0 recrusted, jast! ag: soldiers are, 


nd had been brought, in, lodged, fed, 
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had beea raised for the purpose of 
making war upon the people of Co- 
ventry. All those gentlemen, who 


took part with me, and, indeed, who 
took the main part of the trouble upon 
themselves, behaved towards me ina 
manner that | shall always remember 


They 


showed as much public-spirit as Lever 


with the greatest gratitude. 


witnessed; and it will be a source of 
deep mortification to me, if I never 
should be able to render them and 
their City any service. The incon- 
venience they experienced is inde- 
Nor were the real inju- 
ries they sustained trifing. I ad- 
mired the fortitude, with which they 


endured every evil; and, though my 


scribeable. 


‘pen cannot do them justice, my heart 
does. 
God bless you. 


Wa. COBBETT. 





APPLICATION FOR PROTEC- 
TION. 


, TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR 


OF COVENTRY. 

Coventry, \tth March, 1820. 
Mr. Mayor—I, as one of the Can- 
didates for representing this city in 
Parliament, beg leave to represent 
‘to you, that many of the persons, 
who have been coming up to yote for 
me, have been hindered frem so do- 
ing by threats of the most violent ten- 
dency ; - that others have been assault- 
ed, inthe most cruel manner ; that 
many have had their clothes, torn 





Prenched, and. armed with knives ! 
n fact, this battalion of miscreants 
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lives; that knives have been used by 
the savage assailants; that flags, 
banners, and exhibitions, expressly 
calculated to inspire a disposition in 
a furious rabble, to commit acts of 
the blackest dye, have been carried 
through the streets and round the 
hustings; and, that, in one case, it 
was with some difficulty, that I my- 
self escaped with my life. In short, 
Sir, every thing shews, that it is in- 
tended by those who employ or spurn 
on, this furious rabble, to prevent 
all freedom of election at this time. 
Upon the ground of these premises, 
I beg leave to request, Sir, that you 
will be pleased to cause peace officers 
to protect the voters in their way to 
and from the poll; and to use such 
other means as in your better judge- 
ment may appear necessary to put 
anend to those continual breaches 
peace. 
I am, Sir, 
Your most humble 
And most obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 


— 





PROTEST TO THE SHERIFFS. 


To Messrs JOHNSON axp HAWKES, 
SHERIFFS or COVENTRY. 
Coventry, 13th March, 1820. 

GENTLEMEN, — The transactions, 
which have taken place since the be- 
ginning of the election, have at last 
assumed a character, which calls for 
a formal notification and protest on 
my part. 

Instead of that total absence of ob- 


struction and tumult, so imperiously | 
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demanded by the law, all has been 
obstruction and tumult. But now jt 
appears to have come to this: y\p. 
ther my votes and myself be to ey. 
joy our rights or whether we be » 
be exposed to be maimed or murdered 
if we further attempt an exercise ¢ 
them: or, in other words, whether 
to be decided by 
votes, or by blows and stabs. 


this election be 


I have honour to send you herewith 
a number of depositions : on these de. 
positions I ground a complaint of want 
of protection against obstruction and 
tumult, and against violence of al) 
sorts, at theBooth, which ought never 
to have taken place there. You have, 
in these depositions, full proof of e/ee. 
tual obstruction to my voters, by meant 
of the most odious and cruel, an 
also full proof of a settled desigt 
to murder me. Therefore, I shall no 
again attend at the Booth, nor, br 
myself, or any agent, give connie 
nance to any of the proceedings there 
until a real and effectual protection b 
afforded ; until all round the Booth 
be peace and safefy; and until the 
avenues to it be free from danger \ 
my voters; and, until, in short, ® 
tumultuous proceedings be put # 
end to. And I now protest against all 
polling, and all proceeding in the 
election, until such protection be ew 
vided, and be ‘actually on foot apd 
brought forth info efficient activity: 


Iam, Gentlemen, , 
-. Your most: humble,» 


and aan er 
» Sonssyife COBBETT 


soilssied el) 
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5 been 


now }t 


No. lI. 


James Ditton, Wells-street, 
Dyer. Says, that, during the 
hever election he has made-several at- 
have, 


tempts to get to the booth to vote 
for Mr. Cobbett; but was always 









prevented by the violent’ ob- 


struction of a band of men, who 
| not 
. were crying out ‘* Moore and 
rs Of ; 
mnie Ellice,” and who were constantly 


here employed in forcing Mr. Cobbett’s 
voters from the booth. He, at 
ast, Ogot up to the booth, before 


the polling began on, Friday 


n be 
oot 
| the 
Tr te 
7 Morning. He got his arm over 
al the side of the booth, and had, as 


the he thought, secured the means of 


, al 


a giving his vote. Bat, the gang of 
y Moore and Ellice having perceiv- 
ed him, two of them put their 
hands over his shoulders and 


: seizing him by the neckcloth, 
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twisted it and pressed their 








AFFIDAVITS 
OF OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTERS. 


cen Rec 


knuckles so hard against both 
sides of his throat, that he was 
compelled to quit his hold of the 
booth in order to endeavour to 
get their hands away and to save 
his life. They then dragged him 
out and flung him down in the 
mud, out of which he got with 
some difficulty. They, during the 
time, cut a part of his coat off, 
and totally spoiled it, and he has 
the coat now to produce, to show 
that it was cut as well as torn. 
He savs, that he has, by these vio- 
lent means, been prevented from 
voting, and that he now fears to 
go to vote, lest he should receive 
some great personal injury. 


No. 2. 


Isaac Jounson, | Weaver, 
maketh oath, and saith, that, on 
Friday last he went to the booth, 
with intention to poll for Mr. 


Cobbett, Being perceived by the 
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gang of Moore and Ellice, they 
cried out for a show of hands for 
Moore and Ellice, and as he did 
not hold up his hand, Day, the 
gardener, bore upon him; and 
Adei Cramp seized hold of him 
and dragged him out from the 
booth. 
went up again and got very near 
to the booth. Adie Cramp came 


up to him again. 


On Saturday morning he 


Cramp began 
to push him. Examinant said to 
Cramp, “I have a right to give 
my vote as well as you :”’ to which 
Cramp answered : ** I’// be damn- 
ed if you shall.” And, after some 
more words, he, with others at his 
back, forced examinant from the 
booth. Examinant says, that this 
Cramp has been heading a violent 
band of men during the whole of 
theelection. Thus, this exami- 
nant says, he has been prevented 
from exercising his right of suf- 
frage, and he now is afraid to at- 
tempt it, lest he should be killed, 
or receive some great bodily 


injury. 
No.6. 


City and County of Coventry.— 
The exarhination of John Care: 
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less, of the said City, Weaver. 
taken the 12th day of March, 
1820, who saith; that he wept 
up to the booth on Saturday morn- 
ing last, to poll—that he was 
forcibly and violently prevented 
from getting up to the booth, for 
a considerable time, by John Roe 
and several other persons, 1n the 
interest of Moore and Ellice— 
that they were saying Mr. Cob- 
bett should not poll a man for the 
next hour, and then the election 
would be over—that they should 
let them all go up, that we may 
weed them out—that with great 
difficulty he got up to the side of 
the booth—that they cried out 
a show of hands for Ellice and 
Moore, and upon that show of 
hands, all that did not show their 
hands, were attacked and pulled 
back from the booth—that while 
he was hanging on the booth in 
order to poll, John Roe forced 
his knees between his thighs and 
tried toinjure him—that while he 
was polling, his coat was ripped 
up to the collar, and he felt some 
thing sharp prick him on the small 
of his back, and he turned round 
immediately, and complained '° 
the sheriff, whose protection be 
claimed—that he does not know 
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ho pricked him tn the back, or 
ripped his coat—that while he 
as standing prepared to poll, he 
saw Thos. Clay, of Park-street, 
oventry, Weaver, reach his hand 


ver and collar Mr. Cobbett and 
ied to spit in his face—that 


lay and the other persons as- 
embled round informant were 
falling Mr. Cobbett, a B 


and other atrocious names—that 





r, 


uring the whole of the present 
lection, he has seen a body of 
nen, who moved from one part of 
the booth to another, wherever 
hey saw the friends of Mr. Cob- 
ett placed to ‘poll, and by push- 
ng and other violent means, force 


them from their situation—that 





his has been their general conduct, 
nd witness has known a great 
umber of Mr. Cobbett’s friends 
nus violently forced from the 
coth by the above body of men 





that in this body of men were 
te following persons; John 
kanmap, George Sanders, Adie 
rump, William Harris, William 
romfield, —— Webb, William 
Yarleson, George Harris, and 
rancis Gutteridge that Ex- 
minant frequently attempted to 
oll during the election, but was 
ot enabled to do so, from the 
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!above or other meaus, until Sa- 
turday; and that he was almost 
killed in making these various 


unsuccessful attempts. 


No. 4. 


The examination of Joseru 
Birp Greenway¥, of the said 
city, Weaver, taken this 12th day 
of March, 1820, who saith that he 
is a Freeman of Coventry, and has 
attended at the booth erected for 
receiving the votes of Freemen 
of the said city, at the present elec- 
tion, every day since the poll com- 
menced. That he has been re- 
peatedly forced away from the said 
booth with great violence, by 
various persons who employ them- 
selves, or are employed by others 
to force away those persons who 
wish to poll for Mr. Cobbett, 
(one of the candidates) from the 
booth. That on Friday last, John 
Witton, of the said city, Weaver, 
who is not a Freeman, knocked 
down examinant as he was going 
to the booth, and five or six other 
persons fell upon him. That he 
has thus been prevented from 
polling; that he has seen a great 
many other persons who intended 








polling for Mr. Cobbett, forced 
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away from the booth; that he re- 


ceived a blow on the eye at the 
booth, while waiting to poll; that 
he had once taken his station at 
the booth for the purpose of poll- 


ing, and was actually forced away. 


No. 5. 


Wixtiiam Mastrrs, Consta- 
ble in Coventry, says, he was told 
by the Chief Constable, Mr. Good- 
all, on Friday evening last, to 
look out for some constables to 
assist in escorting Mr. Cobbett 
from the booth to the house of 
Mr. Grant : That he did so, and 
went himself, along with others, 
to conduct Mr. Cobbett to Mr. 
Grant’s : 
of Mr. Grant’s he was assailed by 
the mob of Moore and Ellice, and 


wasfvery much beaten and hurt 


That when he came out 


by them, they calling out that he 
was a Cobbett. He further says, 
that he has been a spectator of 
the proceedings round the booth 
ever since the beginning of the 
election, and that he has seena 
compact body of men, some free- 
men and some not, employed, day 
after day, in keeping Mr. Cob- 
bett’s voters from the booth, and 


in driving them and forcing them 
“ 
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away, in order to prevent them 
from polling. He further Says, that 
he was, on Saturday night, again 
attacked in the street by a party of 
Moore and Ellice’s mob. He was 
alone, and they struck bim twice. 
On Saturday night, about eleven 
o'clock, this examinant met Mr, 
Exvuice, the Candidate, near 
Broad Gate ; Mr. Ellice came up 


to him and two other Constables, 


and asked them whether any thing 


had been the matter : the answer 
of the Constables was, that there 
had been, and a sufficient occa- 
sion for calling the Constables 
out; to which Mr. Ellice replied: 
** You, 


“ make much to do about nothing.” 


Corporation Gentlemen; 


No. 6. 


The examination of Wits" 
Maun, of the said City, a Free- 
man, who saith that he has a 
tended at the booth every ‘ay 
earnestly strong to Poll for Mr. 
Cobbett, and has several times go! 
close to the hustings for that pur- 
pose, but has every time been for- 
cibly, tumultuously and violestiy 
pulled, pushed and jostled awsy 
from his station by the partizans 
of Moore and Ellice, who pout 
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out all the friends of Mr. Cobbett, 


| ond then illtreat them in the most 


nnmerciful manner. That wit- 
ness has been utterly unable to 


Poll although he has every day 
earnestly attempted to do it by 
every peaceable means. That 
bodies of men are constantly going 
from one part of the booth to the 
other selecting out Mr. Cobbett’s 
friends, and in the most tumultu- 
ous and inhuman manner push- 
ing and forcing them away from 
the booth. That this deponent 


dare not nor will not go up again 


_ tothe booth to Poll, as he is in 


absolute fear of losing his life, or 


receiving the most serious bodily 


injury. 


No. 7. 


Henry Dawson, of the said 
City, Carpenter, a Freeman of the 
said City, maketh oath and saith 
that he has attended at the booth 
in the said City, during the pre- 
sent clection for the purpose of 
polling for Mr. Cobbett. That 
during that time compact bodies 
of men belonging to Moore and 
Ellice, apparently appointed for 
the purpose, have been constant y 
going to all parts of the hustings 
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for the purpose of forcing away 
all the freemen, in the interest of 
Mr. Cobbett, from the Booth. 
That they jostled them, crushed 
them, ripped their cloathes, and 
illtreated 


Examinant has been 


otherways them.— 
That this 
frequently during the poll treated 
ina most unmerciful manner by 
the said bodies of men; that his 
cloathes have been twice torn from 
his back, even his shirt; that on 
Friday last he was nearly killed 
by the said men, crushing, jostling 
and pulling him, that yesterday 
he was forced away twice from the 
booth when he had got up to the 
side of the booth; that the men 
who forced Mr. Cobbett’s free- 
men away from the booth have 
had numerous opportunities of 
polling, but have declined so 
doing lest they should be pre- 
vented being near the booth. 
That he has not yet been able to 
poll. That amongst the persons 


who thus annoy and interrupt the 
freemen going to poll are several 


persons who are not freemen, 
who are in the interest of Mr. 
Cobbett, have not been able 
to poll (although they have 
strenuously endeavoured so todo) 
from the violent opposition which 
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they have met with from the said 


bodies of men. 


No. 8. 


Joun Negwcoms, of this’ City, 
Weaver, a Freeman of the City, 
maketh oath and saith, that he has at- 
tended at the booth every day during 
the Election, for the purpose of poll- 


ing for Mr. Cobbett; that he has 


frequently got up close to the booth, 
and has as frequently been forcibly 
and violently jostled and pulled down 
by bodies of men, who go round the 
booth for that purpese: that he was 
very much beaten and injured by 
the said bodies of men, and has been 


forcibly withheld from giving his 


that the 
persons who compose the said bodies 


vote at the present election : 


are many of them Freemen, and have 
had numerous opportunities of poll- 
ing, but would not, and he has no 
doubt but they are hired for the ex- 
press purpose of preventing Mr. 


Cobbett’s friends from getting up to 


poll, and a great many Freemen have 
been hitherto prevented from polling 
by them; that their conduct was most 
tumultuous and violent, and the 
friends of Mr. Cobbett are very | 
much endangered by them. 


| and was amongst the friends 
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No. 9. 


The examination of Tuomas Age. 


queH, of Coventry, Weaver, taken 
this 12:h day of March, 1820, who 
saith, that he is a Freeman of the said 
City, and that he has attended every 
day at the booth erected to receiys 
the votes of the Freemen of Coventry, 
for the purpose of giving his vote for 
one of the Candidates: that he made 
several earnest attempts on each day 


to get to the booth, but that he was 


uniformly prevented by a body of 
men, consisting chiefly of the same 
individuals, many of them not being 
Freemen of the City, and carrying the 
colours of Moore and Ellice; and that 
this body of men were constantly em- 
ployed in keeping frem the booth 
the Freemen who were going to pol 
for Mr. Cobbett. This examinant 
voted for Mr. Cobbett early om 
Friday before the Freemen were 
driven away by the gang of Moore 
and Ellice. On Saturday night be 
was opposite Mr. Sergeant’s house, 
of Mr. 
Cobbett, that had been listening 
quietly to the speeches made from the 
window. These persons 1 were broken 


in upon [by a = 0% Moore 


and Ellice.” mob began an et 
os : 
tack upon Pint breaking 
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as locked, soon after he got in. 
They broke away the lock of the door 


About 


Ihirty of them got into the passage, 


sf. nd forced themselves in. 


ho nd one man seized this examinant by 


aid he collar, and, with the other hand, 
abbed him in the arms twice. The 
ve low was aimed at his belly, and he 
ry, ut up his arm to save his belly. 
for 


de 


ay 


ne of the stabs went nearly through 
swrist. The stabs were made with 
short knife with awhite handle. 
e men who entered the passage 
id: “fetch him down! Blast him, 
we'll kill him.’ Examinant heard 
ese words, and words to the same 


fect, uttered by many of the mob. 
No, 40. 


yi1nuiaM Fravet, of this City, Iron- 





onger, maketh oath, and saith that 
Friday, last, he went to the booth to 
oll for Mr. Cobbett; that there 
re, at the opening of the poll, not 
s than three hundred Freemen, 





ged opposite the booth, to vote, 


a 


this examinant believes, for Mr. 
podbett. He says, that the voting 
$ going on very yapidly and q we 
» When a party of men, preceded 
‘ drum and crying ‘‘ Moore and 
ice,” came and commenced an at: 
k on this body of Freemen by the 
"s of violent pushing and pull- 
» till, at last, the whole of the 
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voters for Mr. Cobbett were driven 
away fromthe booth. This examin- 
ant was very near to the booth, but 
was driven away and prevented from 
polling; and he now looks upon 
himself as in great bodily danger if 
he again attempts to approach the 
booth. 
during the whole of the election, 


He has seen a body of men, 


acting in a compact form, forcibly 
driving back, and assaulting in 
various ways, the Freemen in the 
interest of Mr. Cobbett, and, in all 
sorts of ways, obstructing their ap- 


proach to the booth. 


No. If. 


Wizi1AmM Maraior, Whitesmith, of 
this city, residing in West Orchard, 
maketh oath and saith, that he is a 
freeman of the said city ; that he for 
the four first days of the polling at 
the election commencing March 8th, 
1820, made repeated exertions to 
get up to the booth for the purpose 
of voting for Mr. Cobbett; that all 
his exertions were vain, and that the 
partisans of Moore and Ellice by 
beating and violence did prevent him 
from exercising his right of voting; 
that he had his, clothes torn from his 
back and flung into the air ; and that 
he has never been able to recoyer 


them; and that to this period he has 


not yet been able to vote. 
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No. 12. 


Josepn Wrene er,of the said city, 
Weaver, a freeman, maketh oath and 
saith, that ‘he has attended at the 
booth every day since the polling 
commenced at this election for the 
purpose of voting for Mr. Cobbett. 
That he had yesterday got close 
up to the booth twice, for the said 
purpose of polling, and was each 
time violently forced away from 
it by several persons in the interest 
of Moore and Ellice, who came round 
from the other side of the hustings 
That they jostled and shoved him 
away; and if he had notcalled for Mr. 
Harris, the constable, they would 
have strangled him. That bodies of 
men kept constantly going round the 
booth in a tumultuous manner, for 
the purpose of forcing Mr. Cobbett’s 
friends from the booth, and prevent- 
ing them polling ; he knows a great 
many persons who have been thus 
prevented polling by them; that the 
safety of the friends of Mr. Cobbett 
is Very much endangered in going up 
to poll ; that he is now prevented from 
exercising his right from the fear of 
personal danger; That on Thursday 


- fast he was compleatly exhausted by 


the crushing which he experienced jig 


attempting to get up to the booth. 





















Isaac Keen, Silk Dyer, Coventry, 
maketh oath and saith, that he isa 
Freeman of Coventry, and that on 


four successive days, to wit, on Wed- 


nesday, Thursday, Friday, and S- 
turday, the 8th, 9th, 10th, and 1/th 


of March respectively, he made sever- 
al earnest attempts to get to the booth 
for the purpose of voting for Mr. 
Cobbett; that notwithstanding all his 


exertions, he has not yet been able 


to give his vote; that on Friday 
afternoon, March 10th, while in the 
act of endeavouring to get to the 
booth, he was very furiously assaulted 
by the partisans of Moore and Ellice, 
and his clothes, viz. his coat, was tor 
into fragments, and certain jndividue 
als-in the interest of the said candl- 


dates Moore and Ellice, violently 


tearing away the parts of his coat, 


scattered them amongst the crowd. 


——————— oor 
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No. 14. 


WiuiaM STAFFORD, of the City of 


Coventry, Cordwainer, ‘maketh oath, 
ind saith, that he is a Freeman of 
he said City, and has every day at- 
ended at the booth, for the purpose 
{ polling for Mr. Cobbett; that 
ring the whole of the election, the 


iends of Mr. Cobbett have been 


eated in the most barbarous and 


uman manner, by the friends of 





ooreand Ellice, who have picked 


ut the friends of Mr. Cobbett; and 











the most tumultuous manner, jost- 


i, pushed, and pulled them away 





bm the booth where they have been 


ady, and waiting to poll; that this 






Pponent has frequently been close 
Pp to the hustings, and has been 


ced away by bodies of men, who 






re going about to all parts of the 












oth, for the purpose of preventing 
t. Cobbett’s friends from getting 
to the booth ; that the said bodies 










men consist of Freemen generally, 


MO have numerous opportunities of 


ling, but would not; and he be- 
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i 
Freemen in the interest of Mr. Cob- bry 








[501 ‘as 

é‘ ae 
lieves that they are there employed noite. 
> + 

for the above purposes; that the ik 
‘ 


bett, are in danger of their lives, in 
going up to the booth, to exercise ( 
their elective franchises, from the in- | th) 
human, riotous, and tumultuous man- | 
ner in which the friends of Moore and ie) 


Ellice conduct themselves. {ert 


; 
I 
No. 15. i 






Watuiam Bryan, of the City of 
Coventry, Weaver, maketh oath and 
saith, that on Friday last he attempted 
three several times to get up to the 
booth for the purpose of polling for | 
Mr. Cobbett, deponent being a free- , if " 
man. That he has always every time z 
been pointed out by the partizans of . 


Moore and Ellice, as a Cobbett, and 


theyhave then thus jostled and violent- ry ia 


ly pushed and forced him away from 
the booth. Thatlhe has observed,during 
the'poll, bodies of men going about to 
different parts of the hustings, forcing if , i 
away, in the most violent manner all | 
persons who attended at the booth to 


poll for Mr. Cobbett, which bodies of 
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voting for Mr Cobbett ; that he made 


men appear to be employed for that 


earnest exertions tu ge 
phrpose. get to the booth, 


but in vain; that on the arrival of 


fzf S 


No. 16; Moore and Ellice’s partisans, he was 


with very great violence forced from 4 
Wituiam Ouienant of Coventry, | the booth by them ; and that by their 


Weaver, maketh oath and saith that | violence he had the nail of one of bi 




















he is a Freeman of the City of Coven- {toes torn from the flesh; and tha < 


try;,that he attended on Friday morn- | notwithstanding all his earnest exer- Adi 
7 indign 
cheste 
time, 

hat 3 
prison 
lyou at 
n unt 
uct. 

pr let : 
i have 


ing ,March the 10th, at the booth in | tions, he was during the whole morn- 


the market-place for the purpose of ing, incapable of polling. 





wel 
hat ch 
tountr 
- You 
io adoy 
think 


ERRATA...) , yt 


Page 97, Line 9, for surrounded read surmounted. nee o 
Page 100, Line 10, for between me and on, read nearly : 


pe ae 
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